Grass is ‘green’ in the Mid-Columbia

Hooray to the Herald editorial board
for turning their attention to the
“green talk” and “green walk” in the
Mid-Columbia!

Some days, looking
at the practiced pub-
licity machines at
work in other parts of
our state, we feel
somewhat behind the

Much is happening here that we can
be proud of, that is serving as both
path-finding and foundation-building
for a regional green
economy.

Besides the biofu-
els and bioproducts
research and the
diiverse regional
energy mix of

“green power curve” nuelear, wind, hydro
ourselves. and solar mentioned
Asnoted in the in the editorial, Han-
Herald's Feb. 19 edito- Gail Everett ford currently is
rial, “Green con- and Darroll Clark undergoing a “green-
sciousness boon to img” of its own.
economic develop- In Focus The recent Depart-
ment,” the grass can ment of Energy “sus-

sometimes be greener on the other
side, or at least appear that way.
But is it really?

tainability orders” are being imple-
mented across contractors at the site,
which soon will provide consciousness

raising and spin-offs.

In addition, this last year saw the
establishment of the first successful
business/industrial materials
exchange in the Northwest take place
right here in the Mid-Columbia, with
the creative spin-off of a new firm, Silk
Road Environmental, as a result.

Pasco Family Housing’s Tepeyac
Haven achieved the LEED (Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental
Design) for Homes certification in
October 2007.

This was the first in the country to
achieve Gold certification under LEED
for Homes, and thanks to Gesa Credit
Union, we'll soon have our first credit
union home office and branch facility
in Washington that is registered as a
LEED Certified High Performance
Commercial Green Building.

On the residential side, the Home
Builders Association of the Tri-Cities
launched the “Built Green” program
for our climate last year.

Ben Franklin Transit earned a Gov-
ernor’s Award for Pollution Prevention
and Sustainable Practices in 2007. The
Tri-Cities is adding to the regional
success of last year’s E3 (Environ-
ment, Education, and Economics)
statewide initiative with our own com-
munity-based program.

We have close to 60 recyeling
dropoffs in the Tri-City area, which
are often are bustling with residents.

And although only one munieipality
currently offers curbside recycling,
another is soon to begin an innovative
curbside recycling pilot program that
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